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Nunspeet borders on the beautiful nature reserve called the Veluwe. The Veluwe is the largest uninterrupted nature reserve in the densely populated 
country of the Netherlands. When it comes to recreation and tourism, Nunspeet plays a key role on the Veluwe. Although Nunspeet is a relatively small 
village, 9% of all overnight stays on the Veluwe are spent here. A total of 1.2 million! 
  
Nunspeet already has a Veluwe Transferium (Park & Ride) on the southside of the train station. However, it is not directly connected to the train station.  
  
Nunspeet’s station environment will get a facelift: the currect railway overpass will be replaced by two separate tunnels. One underpass for motor vehicles 
and one for slow traffic that includes an entrance tot he station’s platform. The direct link to the train station is of great importance to the physical living 
environment, because it offers a sustainable solution for the future, offering an environmentally friendly entrance to the Veluwe.  
  
This perfectly links public transportation to the Veluwe Transferium. Constructing this underpass however, puts a heavy financial toll on the town. The 
Nederlandse Spoorwegen (Dutch Railways) developed a concept to promote traveling from urban to more natural areas, the so-called NS Buitenpoorten. 
The location of Nunspeet’s train station fits this concept like a glove.  

The Veluwe Transferium (with the station providing ancillary services) can be 
outfitted in such a way that visiting the Veluwe is possible in an eco friendly way, for 
example by bike, step, trolly et cetera. Nunspeet’s territory is large enough and it 
also offers enough possibilities to emphasize, if necessary, on certain aspects in 
order to support biodiversity.  
  
On the scale of Nunspeet, this is a large-scale and unique project. We are investing 
heavily in order to create an environment surrounding the station that is future 
proof. This is the moment. The decisions that we make now, will decide the future of 
this area for decades to come. We will need everyone’s help.  
   
We would like to ask for your support in realizing this project. We are more than 
happy to discuss this project with you.  
  
 
 
Marije Storteboom 
Alderwoman  
Project Station’s environment 
  

Preface 



The city council of Nunspeet intends to invest heavily in the station’s environment, particularly in a sustainable solution regarding road and rail safety. On the 27th 
of September 2018, the city council unanimously decided to work out one proposal, in which two one-lane tunnels are constructed under the railway: one motor 
vehicle tunnel, the other a pedestrian and cyclist tunnel.  
 
 This decision was made after careful examination of all proposals. All stakeholders were involved, including ProRail and the Dutch Railways (Nederlandse 
Spoorwegen), and Nunspeet’s inhabitants. The proposal that was opted for, offers a sustainable solution for the future regarding road and rail safety. This 
proposal also ensures linking the town and ‘de Veluwe’ to the station’s surrounding area.  
 
Nunspeet already has a so-called Veluwe Transferium (Park and Ride). The Transferium is the outcome of provincial policy dating from the year 2000. The 
principles haven’t changed since: conserve and enhance the environment and the amenity value, limit recreational car traffic en increase accessibility. Current 
developments such as recreational zoning, biodiversity and the problems regarding nitrogen are also to be included.  
  
Although Nunspeet’s station is next to the Veluwe Transferium, they are not connected. This project aspires  to construct a separate underground connection that 
directly links the Transferium to the station’s platform  
 
The Transferium functions as an interchange for passengers connecting to public transportation. Constructing this separate underground connection however, 
puts a heavy financial toll on the town. The Nederlandse Spoorwegen (Dutch Railways) developed a concept promoting people to travel from urban areas to more 
natural environments, the so-called NS Buitenpoorten. The location of Nunspeet’s train station fits this concept like a glove.  
 
The Veluwe Transferium (with the station providing ancillary services) can be outfitted in such a way that visiting De Veluwe is possible in an eco friendly way, for 
example by bike, step, trolly et cetera.  
 
Nunspeet’s territory is large enough and it also offers possibilities to emphasize if needed on certain aspects to support biodiversity.  
 
In this document we want to stress the opportunities this area has to offer. 
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Preliminary stage  
Station’s environment 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The project is based on the following core values: 
 
1. Traffic flow 
• Solve traffic congestion 
• Solution per type of travel  
• Easily accessible 
 
2. Safety 
• Safety for all travellers   
• Attractive for pedestrians and cyclists.  
• Separate lanes if possible for specific user groups 
 
3. Pleasant living environment 
• Hospitable, clear layout, village feel, green and welcoming  
• The environment breaths the atmoshpere of the Veluwe 
• Environment where information and meeting people is a priority  
 
4. Welcome to Nunspeet and the Veluwe 
• The station’s environment is the portal to Nunspeet and the Veluwe 
• A clear link to the center and the Veluwe 
• A village feel  
  



Current situation 
traffic 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Current situation 
Transferium 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Preliminary stage 
Preferred proposal 



Preliminary stage 
Preferred proposal 



The Veluwe is the largest uninterrupted nature reserve of the Western European Lowlands, a national icon. 
The sandy soils of the Veluwe are situated on a moraine, which was formed thousands of years ago in one of 
the last glacial periods. Nature comprises over half of the 160,000 hectare of the area, with a large variety of 
landscapes; forests that are intersected by brooklets, sand drifts, rolling heaths, spectacular views over the 
river valleys at the foot of the moraine. A nature that in itself provided the foundation for an impressive 
variety of plants and animals. The abundance of nature and cultural heritage makes the Veluwe an area in 
which people want to live, work and spend their leisure time.  

 
 
 

“The Veluwe” 



The Veluwe 
recreation and tourisme 

Over 60 commercial locations 
offer stays, including: 15 hotel 

accommodations, 5 bed & 
breakfast accommodations, 

over 40 camp sites and holiday 
resorts. 

Most of the overnight stays 
in the 4 municipalities of the 
Noord Veluwe, take place in 

Nunspeet (592,000 per 
year). 

The total amount of 
overnight stays is over 1.2 

million. This number 
includes the tourist 

overnight stays as well as 
people’s second home or 

seasonal pitch.  

Service providers of daytime 
recreation facilities in 

Nunspeet mostly record stable 
visitor rates. The domestic 

market is of paramount 
importance to Nunspeet. 

Approximately 84% of people 
visiting tourism service 

providers like tourist spots, 
museums and 

sporting/outdoor activities are 
from the Netherlands.   

Of all the overnight stays on 
the Veluwe, 9% of these 

stays are spent in Nunspeet. 

Total tourist expenditure 
amounted to almost €29.8 

million in 2017 (daytime 
recreation and overnight 

tourisme combined).  



Golf course “Het Rijk van Nunspeet" 

Zandenplas Leisure park “De Vossenberg” 

Bungalow park “Hoogwolde” 

The Veluwe 
recreation and tourism 



Hotel restaurant Villa Vennendal “Stationshuisje” 

Restaurant Joris Outdoorcentre Nunspeet  

The Veluwe 
recreation and tourism 



The Veluwe 
Entrance Nunspeet 

The two underpasses contribute to a better connection between Nunspeet and the Veluwe. As a tourist municipality on 
the edge of the Veluwe, Nunspeet strives to be an attractive entrance. Nunspeet is the only municipality that has a 
Veluwetransferium (a result of provincial policy dating from 2010) for people visiting the Veluwe. It is located on the 
southside of the station. The tunnel for slow traffic links the station and the station’s environment to the Transferium. 
These are currently not connected.  

  

Within Nunspeet, the Noorderheide, de artists’ colonies and the forests of Vierhouten are defined under the heading 
of the so-called ‘Secret Veluwe’. The experiences on the Secret Veluwe are not easy to find. You cannot visit these 
‘attractions’ by car. And the intention is to keep it that way. To maintain a healthy balance between nature and people, 
these and other areas in Nunspeet have to be extensified. People visiting these ‘attractions’ must be received outside 
of these areas. The Veluwetransferium is perfectly suited for this purpose, and therefore the use of the 
Veluwetransferium can be intensified.  

 

Due to the Veluwetransferium it is possible to keep car traffic away from the Veluwe. Furthermore, because of the 
direct connection to the station people are stimulated to not use the car at all and to travel to this area by public 
transportation.  

 
Nunspeet’s green entrance to the Veluwe already exudes an atmosphere of the Veluwe, and the transferium itself is 
laid out in a clear way. This way Nunspeet transitions into the Veluwe: Nunspeet at the Veluwe <-> the Veluwe at 
Nunspeet. Various lanes connect Nunspeet to the Veluwe. Various recreational facilities can be found along those 
lanes.  

 
 

 



The Veluwe 
Entrance 

Nunspeet at the Veluwe; the Veluwe at Nunspeet 



Lanes connecting village and Veluwe 

The Veluwe 
Entrances 



The Veluwe 
Entrance 

Recreational facilities along the lanes 



Veluwe Transferium 

Result of provincial policy  titled ‘Veluwe 2010’ 
 
Original principles: 

  
1.     Strengthen nature and  amenity values 
2. Promoting recreation and tourism 
3. Limit recreational car traffic 
4. Improve accessibility 

Current principles  
 
1. Continued development of policy Veluwe 2010 
• Strengthen nature and amenity values 
• Promoting recreation and tourism 
• Limit recreational car traffic 
• Improve accessibility 

 
2. Break the barrier effect of the railway by linking the 
platfom to the station square.  
 
3. One of the NS Buitenpoorten on the Veluwe 



Parties concerned: 

• Staatsbosbeheer (Dutch Forestry commission) 

• Ministerie van Landbouw, Natuur en Voedselkwaliteit 

(Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food quality) 

• Rijkswaterstaat (department of Waterways and Public 

Works; part of Ministry of Infrastructure and 

Waterways)  

• Inspectie Ruimtelijke Ordening (Inspectorate of 

Spacial planning; part of Ministry of Infrastructure and 

Environment) 

• Province of Gelderland 

• Gelders Overijssels Bureau voor toerisme ANWB 

• VVV (Tourism Agency) 

• Recron (Branch association of parties in the leisure 

sector) 

• Ondernemersvereniging Nunspeet (Nunspeet 

Association of Enterpreneurs) 

• Openbaar Vervoerders  (public transport operators) 

 

Veluwe Transferium 



New situation Veluwe Transferium 



New situation Veluwe Transferium 



The Veluwe 
Historic sand dunes 



Veluwe op 1 (Veluwe number 1)  

Biodiversity 

Recreational zoning (extensify) 

Chain mobility 

NS Buitenpoort  

Entrance to the Veluwe 

The Veluwe 
Area development 



The Veluwe 
Veluwe op 1 (Veluwe number 1) 

 

Veluwe op 1 consistst of approximately 40 parties that want to contribute to protecting and strengthening nature and landscape, 
improve living conditions for its inhabitants and create a sufficient number of employment opportunities.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Ambition VeluweAgenda 2025: 

“In 2025 the Veluwe will be the most welcoming destination in all of the Netherlands, in which a rich biodiversity of flora and 
fauna is balanced with a unique experience of landscapes, heritage, villages and cities. The leisure economy is healthy, and its 
optimally designed to meet the demands of holiday makers and tourists.” 

 

Ambition VeluweAgenda 2030: 

“In 2030 the Veluwe plays an exemplary role in the region when it comes to enhancing biodiversity and a more sustainable 
tourism industry. The landscapes, heritage, villages and cities offer a unique experience, which is strengthened by prioritizing and 
propagating the natural values of the Veluwe, both on the Veluwe-massief as well as on the edges of the Veluwe and on 
farmlands. We work together in a sustainable relationship, balancing nature, landscape, recreation and inhabitants. (..) 

 

 



The Veluwe 
Biodiversity 

Biodiversity is in decline. Over 40% of all flora and fauna in the provincie of Gelderland is on the Red List of 
endangered species. In large parts of the province the decline of biodiversity was limited, but on the dry sandy 
soils of the Veluwe, it still continues to deteriorate. The site-specific nature on the Veluwe that gives this area 
its character and appeal is under serious threat. The Living Planet Index (LPI) for dry heaths on the Veluwe 
shows that biodiversity, compared to 1990, has decreased with approximately 35% (from 100 to 65).  

 

Urgency in restoring biodiversity. It is of the utmost importance to stop this decline in biodiversity and to 
restore and strengthen the natural values of this area. This result can only be achieved by looking beyond the 
borders of the Veluwe and to pursue cooperation in the Netherlands and Europe. When it comes to finding an 
adequate replacement for the declining agricultural sector in this area around the Veluwe, recreation can be of 
great importance, as this sector is growing organically. This also applies to employment opportunities, 
economic significance for the region as wel as using now vacant former farm buildings for recreational 
purposes.  

 



The Veluwe 
Chain mobility and recreational zoning 

Control of recreational zoning Activities must be balanced with the existing natural values. (Recreational) zoning of 
activities is imperative here. A more prominent control of recreational pressure is needed on the Veluwe. We are able 
to manage the recreational pressure that is put on the area by setting up a well thought out system of reception areas, 
routes and signs as well as providing marketing and information services.  

 

The edges of the Veluwe are easily accessible by car, bus and train. However, once you are on the Veluwe, accessing 
the village’s centres, tourist attractions, activities and accommodations is not as easy. Not only by car, but also when it 
comes to bicycle lanes, hiking routes, mountainbike trails and horse riding trails.  

 

Recreational zoning must be extensified and must be made more sustainable. This is supported by the following 
developments: 

• NS Buitenpoorten on the Veluwe: “Nunspeet – The station’s environment to the Veluwe” 

• An improved infrastructure for hikers and cyclists.   

• Express bicycle network. 

• Easy to combine bike, car and train.  

• Appealing to pedestrians and cyclists.  

• Electrically powered and sustainable transportation 

“NS Buitenpoorten” 



“Uitkijktoren” (watchtower) Nunspeet Visitorcentre Nunspeet 

“Kabouterpad” “Kabouterpad” 

The Veluwe 
Entrance to Nunspeet 



“Vennenpad” “Zandenplas” 

Station Nunspeet 

The Veluwe 
Entrance to Nunspeet 



The Veluwe 
Transferium 2.0 



The Veluwe 
Transferium 2.0 


